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Question:

The Administration indicates that the approved project estimate for the “provision of a columbarium and garden of remembrance at Kiu Tau Road, Wo Hop Shek” is $629.5 million, but the actual expenditure to 31 March 2010 was $976,000 and the estimated expenditure for 2011-12 is $180 million only.  What is the schedule of expenditure for the remainder of over $448.5 million?  How can the works be expedited to address the serious shortage of columbaria in Hong Kong as soon as possible?
Asked by: Hon LAU Sau-shing, Patrick

Reply :

The construction of a new public columbarium and garden of remembrance at Kiu Tau Road, Wo Hop Shek was commenced in late 2009 and is scheduled to complete in mid 2012.  The revised estimate for 2010-11 is $55 million.  The estimated expenditure of $180 million for 2011-12 is mainly for the construction of the superstructure.  The remaining estimated expenditure of $393.5 million will be incurred in 2012-13 and beyond on finishing works of the columbarium building and ancillary facilities, procurement of furniture and equipment and settlement of final account.  We will continue to closely monitor the project progress and explore the possibility of expediting the works.
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