Opening remarks by the Chief Executive at

Question and Answer Session of the Legislative Council on 14 October 2010

(translation)

President, Honourable Members, the new Policy Address has been delivered.  When I was thinking up this policy agenda, I adopted as the framework the three major livelihood issues for which I had made an undertaking in the Legislative Council Question and Answer Session in July this year.  I have also listened to the proposals made by Members, and the public opinions collected during the consultation period over the last three months.  Using these general proposals and opinions as the basis, I have held repeated discussions with the Secretaries of Departments, Directors of Bureaux and colleagues in the Civil Service before drawing up this Policy Address.  This Policy Address has three characteristics:

(1) Focused

I have discussed at a greater length and in a focused manner the three major livelihood issues, which include housing, poverty, and ageing population, and explained the initiatives taken by the Government to tackle them in terms of short-, medium- and long-term measures.

(2) Innovative

In making policy planning, I have tried to think out of the box and propound new initiatives.  In respect of subsidising home ownership, My Home Purchase Plan is a modification made on the basis of the Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) policy.  It can be regarded as an improved version of the HOS policy.
With regard to the wealth gap, we will invest in education to combat inter-generational poverty.  We will also introduce the Work Incentive Transport Subsidy Scheme and increase the textbook grant.  These are timely modifications made to the existing policies.  I have also proposed the setting up of a $10 billion Community Care Fund in collaboration with the business sector in the hope that by bringing in new ideas and making our measures more flexible, the grassroots can be provided with assistance not covered by the established social security net.
On the ageing population, a short-term measure to deal with the problem is certainly to increase the provision of residential care service.  Emphasis is also put on the development of community care and services for the elderly to age at home, which will be a key area of future development.  In the long term, we have to study the matching arrangement to facilitate senior citizens’ retirement in the Mainland.
Many people are concerned that I will complete my work in the next two years with the mindset of a caretaker government.  I think such concern is undue.  The hearts of the people and that of mine beat in one.  I have to do whatever the people consider it necessary for me to do.  I see no need to have doubts and qualms or to set unnecessary hurdles for myself.
Some policy objectives in this Policy Address will have to be carried forward beyond my term of office, such as the target of emission reduction, combating roadside air pollution, and so on.  I have proposed these initiatives on the principle of doing what I should do and exerting my best.  Certainly, no government can be perfect in its administration, and there is always room for improvement.  My colleagues in the Government and I will humbly listen to the views of Members and the public in the hope that the objective of “Sharing Prosperity for a Caring Society” can be truly achieved.
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