2011年11月2日
立法會會議

“減輕中產人士經濟負擔”議案辯論

1. 劉江華議員的原議案

鑒於外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：

薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及

(十七)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。

2. 經王國興議員修正的議案

鑒於中產人士雖然是本港社會的支柱，但多年來他們面對沉重生活負擔卻得不到有力支援的不合理情況往往被政府忽略；由於外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹及整體經濟狀況增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半至可獲寬減最後評稅100%稅款，每宗個案以10,000元為上限；

(四)
設立以12,000元24,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元，以及向生育第二名或以上子女的家庭，提供首6年額外增多50%的子女免稅額；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

(九)
為沒有物業的家庭提供每戶每年100,000元的租住私人樓宇免稅額；

教育方面－

(九)(十)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)(十一)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)(十二)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，至20,000元，並指定將部分資助用於補貼校服、書包及學習材料費等相關學習開支，以及直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)(十三)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

(十四)
盡快推行15年免費教育，並訂定落實的時間表；
醫療方面－

(十三)(十五)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)(十六)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

(十七)
設立為65歲或以上父母及祖父母繳付醫療費用扣稅額；
(十八)
為需要購買昂貴藥物治療的病人提供扣稅額，以減輕他們及其家屬因治療而所承受的經濟負擔；
交通方面－

(十五)(十九)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)(二十)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及
(二十一)
盡快解決3條過海隧道流量不均的問題，包括以回購方式令東區海底隧道及西區海底隧道的收費降低，以減輕駕車人士及市民的過海交通費用負擔；
(十七)(二十二)削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現；及

社會福利方面－

(二十三)
設立社區安老服務扣稅額，令供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母的子女在為其長者繳付家居照顧、家務助理、日間護理、暫託及院舍等服務費用後可得到扣稅，從而鼓勵子女多加照顧長者。

註：
王國興議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

3. 經陳茂波議員修正的議案

鑒於施政報告幫助中產家庭的措施欠奉，而外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

(六)
擴闊薪俸稅每個稅階1萬元，並降低每個稅階的邊際稅稅率1個百分點至兩個百分點；
(七)
個人入息課稅無須夫婦一同聯合申請，容許個別提出申請；

(八)
取消父母必須居港不少於180天的規定，港人供養退休且居於內地的父母，容許享有供養父母免稅額；
住屋方面－

(六)(九)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)(十)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)(十一)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)(十二)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)(十三)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)(十四)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)(十五)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)(十六)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)(十七)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)(十八)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)(十九)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及

(十七)(二十)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。
註：
陳茂波議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

4. 經何俊仁議員修正的議案

根據政府統計處公布的數字，本港6月至8月的失業率創13年來的新低，但鑒於外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加把薪俸稅個人免稅額、由108,000元增加至118,000元，並增加子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半，但須設有合理上限；

(四)
設立以12,000元20,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)
放寬各項學生資助計劃的入息審查，而‘調整後家庭收入’的計算方式應扣除有關房屋及醫療等必要開支，以反映家庭開支的實況，並調低申請門檻，使更多中、下層的家庭受惠；
(十)(十一)
撤銷在學利息及1.5%風險利率，以降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，，並把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款，以紓緩畢業生的財政負擔；

(十一)(十二)
全面資助學前幼兒教育，落實15年免費教育，於過渡期間，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，並直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬，以及為全日制幼兒班提供加權資助，讓雙職家庭得到合理的支援；

(十二)(十三)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及嚴格監管持續進修基金可獲發還款項課程，在確保教學質素後，才倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助；

(十四)
落實教科書的教材及學材分拆訂價，以穩定書價，並在‘課本編印設計簡約指引’中，加入‘推動教科書循環再用’的原則，藉此鼓勵循環再用二手教科書，以及減輕家長在每個新學年購置教科書的財政負擔；
醫療方面－

(十三)(十五)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)(十六)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)(十七)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)(十八)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及

(十七)(十九)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。
註：
何俊仁議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

5. 經李永達議員修正的議案

鑒於香港地價高、樓價高、租金高，加上外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，再加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

(九)
增設‘居所租金扣稅額’，讓租住私樓的租金支出可扣稅，每年上限10萬元，實報實銷；
(十)
調整印花稅制度，使每宗250萬元或以下物業的買賣只需繳付定額100元印花稅；

教育方面－

(九)(十一)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)(十二)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)(十三)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)(十四)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)(十五)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)(十六)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)(十七)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)(十八)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及

(十七)(十九)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。
註：
李永達議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

6. 經黃成智議員修正的議案

香港作為一個外向型和開放的經濟體系，外圍經濟波動對香港造成深遠的影響；鑒於外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)
將政府收取就政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息，或公共交通工具營運者藉其‘非交通運輸業務’所獲取的利益(例如港鐵公司每年的物業收益)，研究從中撥出若干百分比，以設立票價穩定基金，用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票、周票及日票計劃；及，以及為乘搭長途車程的乘客提供‘即日回程半價優惠’；
(十七)
檢討港鐵公司票價調整機制(即可加可減機制)，研究將市民的接受程度和負擔能力、港鐵公司事故數字及其利潤水平等重要因素，納入釐定票價調整幅度的方程式中，使港鐵公司票價能全面地反映市民的生活實況和港鐵公司的服務質素；

(十七)(十八)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現；及
(十九)
要求巴士公司提供全面的轉乘優惠和服務、實施分段收費及推出更多殘疾人士優惠。
註：
黃成智議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

7. 經甘乃威議員修正的議案

鑒於外圍市場不明朗因素持續受外圍經濟因素影響，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力，而政府在本年度的施政報告中亦沒有就節能方面提出既惠民又環保的有效措施；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

(六)
為購買第一級能源標籤節能產品的市民提供免稅額，上限為5,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)(七)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)(八)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)(九)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼，而用戶在半年的用電量如比上年同期低5%或以上，便可額外獲得1,200元電費補貼，以鼓勵市民減少用電；

教育方面－

(九)(十)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)(十一)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)(十二)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)(十三)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)(十四)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)(十五)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)(十六)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)(十七)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及

(十七)(十八)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。
註：
甘乃威議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

8. 經劉健儀議員修正的議案

鑒於特區政府多位主要官員均預計，外圍市場不明朗因素持續，會導致本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
放寬供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額的限制，由須居於同一單位內，放寬至居於同一屋苑亦符合資格；

(三)(四)
在過往寬減或退還薪俸稅及個人入息課稅的基礎上，繼續寛減或退還部分薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)(五)
設立以12,000元為上限的設立強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)(六)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

(七)
調減薪俸稅，特別要擴闊薪俸稅稅階和調低邊際稅率，以着力減輕邊緣中產人士的負擔；

住屋方面－

(六)(八)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的提高2012-2013年度的住宅差餉寬免金額及增設地租扣減額；

(七)(九)
將居所設法延長居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年，最好能延長至整個供款期完結為止；

(十)
設立租金免稅額；

(十一)
放寬居屋第二市場購買資格，讓符合白表申請資格者亦可選購；

(十二)
推出只供首次置業港人購買的‘限呎盤’；

(八)(十三)
向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元更多電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)(十四)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十五)
設立特別在學津貼，並要一視同仁地發放予全港各中、小學及幼稚園學生的家長，以協助他們對抗教育通脹；

(十)(十六)
設法降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)(十七)
全面資助學前教育安排，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)(十八)
大幅提高薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增及持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助；

醫療方面－

(十三)(十九)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；

(十四)(二十)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

(二十一)
提供健康檢查扣稅額，以鼓勵市民定期進行檢查；

交通方面－

(十五)(二十二)將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)(二十三)促使包括港鐵公司、巴士及未設有月票的渡輪公司等公共交通服務營運商推行全線月票計劃，以及推出其他合適的支援措施，以減輕市民的交通費負擔；及

(十七)(二十四)削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。
註：
劉健儀議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

9. 經余若薇議員修正的議案

近來貧富兩極化及中產萎縮的情況嚴重，鑒於外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力，在M型社會結構增加他們在社會階梯中向下流動的風險；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔之餘，亦在各政策範疇上有長遠承擔，包括考慮以下措施：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(八)
向每個低用量電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；盡快開展‘免費學前教育’政策的研究工作，以達致落實15年免費教育的目標；

(十二)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)
考慮設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額；將預留於自願醫療保障計劃的500億元基金投放於公營醫療系統；增加產科服務及醫護人手；

(十四)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；並應盡快檢討將現時基金安全網範圍內不少昂貴的特定自費藥物、治療及檢查方法，納入醫院管理局一般資助服務範圍內，不再額外收費，以減輕病人負擔；

交通方面－

(十五)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及
(十七)
優化電動車稅務扣除及環保汽油私家車稅務寬減計劃，在汽車首次登記稅以外，為該等汽車提供更多財務優惠措施，並加強應用汽車生化柴油的配套措施，或削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現；及
(十八)
在全港加快投資電動車充電裝置，並在可行區域，例如西九龍和啟德，引入公用電動車和公用單車系統，
除上述各項措施外，政府當局更應盡快制訂完善的長遠政策，解決結構性M型社會問題，回應中產人士在房屋、醫療和教育方面的關注和訴求，讓中產人士在減輕負擔之餘，提升在不同範疇的生活質素。
註：
余若薇議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。

10. 經梁家騮議員修正的議案

鑒於外圍市場不明朗因素持續，本港面對經濟隨時逆轉的風險，加上通脹持續惡化，中產家庭正面對沉重的經濟壓力；就此，本會促請政府當局在新一年度的財政預算案中提出有效措施，以減輕他們的經濟負擔，包括：
薪俸稅方面－

(一)
按通脹增加薪俸稅個人免稅額、子女免稅額、供養兄弟姊妹免稅額、供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額，以及傷殘受養人免稅額；

(二)
容許子女攤分供養父母或供養祖父母或外祖父母免稅額；

(三)
寛減薪俸稅及個人入息課稅一半；

(四)
設立以12,000元為上限的強制性公積金自願性供款扣稅額；

(五)
提高新生嬰兒免稅額至100,000元；

住屋方面－

(六)
仿效電費補貼的操作模式，設立每戶8,000元的住宅差餉扣減額；

(七)
將居所貸款利息扣除享用期由10年延長至15年；

(8) 向每個電力住宅用戶提供3,600元電費補貼；

教育方面－

(九)
設立以10,000元為上限的子女教育開支扣稅額；

(十)
降低大專學生‘免入息審查貸款計劃’的年息率至2.5%，把須經入息審查的貸款改為免息貸款；

(十一)
全面資助學前教育，提高學前教育學券計劃資助金額，直接資助幼稚園教師薪酬；

(十二)
薪俸稅個人進修開支扣除額由6萬元加至10萬元，以及倍增持續進修基金受惠金額至每人可享用2萬元資助； 

醫療方面－

(十三)
設立以12,000元為上限的私人醫療保險供款扣稅額以 2,000元為下限，每年家庭醫療總開支超出該數額，便可扣稅；

(十四)
增加撒瑪利亞基金的資助藥物種類，放寛審批資格，並降低病人就藥物費用須分擔的比率；

交通方面－

(十五)
將政府收取的香港鐵路有限公司(‘港鐵公司’)股息用於降低港鐵票價，作為回饋市民的方法；

(十六)
促使港鐵公司推行全線月票計劃；及

(十七)
削減無鉛汽油稅一半，並確保油公司將有關的稅務優惠，全面反映在零售價上，並密切監察零售油價變動，以避免油公司‘加快減慢’及‘加多減少’的情況出現。
註：
梁家騮議員的修正案以粗斜字體或刪除線標示。
(Translation)

Motion debate on 

“Alleviating the financial burden of middle-class people”

to be held at the Council meeting 

of 2 November 2011

1. Hon LAU Kong-wah’s original motion

That, given that uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:

Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and

(q)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.
2. Motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing

That, given that middle-class people are the pillar of Hong Kong society, but their being in an unreasonable situation where they are not given any strong support despite their heavy livelihood burden over the years is often disregarded by the Government; as uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates and overall economic conditions;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50% up to 100% of the final tax, subject to a ceiling of $10,000 per case;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000 $24,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000, and increasing the child allowance by 50% for the second child of a family or any child born to it thereafter in the first six years after birth;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

(i)
offering a tax allowance of $100,000 per household per year to households with no property for renting private residential units;

Education -

(i)(j)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)(k)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)(l)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme to $20,000 subject to the requirement that a specific portion of the subsidy must be used for subsidizing relevant schooling costs such as school uniforms, school bags and learning materials, etc., and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)(m)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

(n)
expeditiously implementing 15-year free education and setting an implementation timetable;
Healthcare -

(m)(o)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)(p)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

(q)
introducing tax deduction for payment of medical charges relating to parents and grandparents aged 65 or above;

(r)
offering tax deduction to patients who need to purchase expensive drugs for treatment, so as to alleviate the financial burden imposed on them and their families by medical treatment;
Transportation -

(o)(s)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)(t)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and
(u)
expeditiously resolving the problem of uneven traffic flows of the three harbour crossings, including reducing the tolls of the Eastern Harbour Crossing and Western Harbour Crossing by way of buying back, so as to alleviate the burden of cross-harbour expenses on drivers and members of the public;
(q)(v)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’; and
Social welfare -

(w)
introducing tax deduction for community care for the elderly, so that children with dependent parents or grandparents can enjoy tax deduction after paying for home care, domestic helpers, day care, respite service and residential care services, etc., for their elderly family members, so as to encourage children to take greater care of the elderly.
Note:
Hon WONG Kwok-hing’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
3. Motion as amended by Hon Paul CHAN

That, given that the Policy Address contains no measure to help middle-class families and, as uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

(f)
widening each tax band for salaries tax by $10,000 and reducing the marginal rate for each tax band by one percentage point to two percentage points;

(g)
allowing a married couple to make separate election for personal assessment, instead of requiring them to make a joint election; 

(h)
abolishing the residence requirement of at least 180 days imposed on parents, permitting Hong Kong people supporting retired dependant parents living on the Mainland to enjoy dependant parent allowance;

Housing -

(f)(i)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)(j)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)(k)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)(l)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)(m)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)(n)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)(o)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)(p)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)(q)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)(r)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)(s)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and

(q)(t)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.

Note:
Hon Paul CHAN’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
4. Motion as amended by Hon Albert HO

That, according to the figures released by the Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong’s unemployment rate between June and August is at a record low in 13 years, but given that uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, from $108,000 to $118,000, and increasing the child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50% while having to set a reasonable ceiling;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000 $20,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)
relaxing the means tests under the various student finance schemes, deducting necessary expenses relating to housing and healthcare, etc. in the computation of Adjusted Family Income to reflect the realities in family expenditure, and lowering the application threshold, so as to benefit more families from the middle and lower strata;

(j)(k)
abolishing the charging of interests during students’ studies and the 1.5% risk rate for lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans, so as to relieve graduates’ financial burden;

(k)(l)
fully subsidizing pre-primary early childhood education, implementing 15-year free education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and during the transitional period, directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers, and providing weighted subsidies for whole-day nursery classes, so as to enable dual-income families to receive reasonable support;

(l)(m)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000, strictly monitoring the reimbursable courses under the Continuing Education Fund and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person only after teaching quality is ensured; 

(n)
making actual efforts to debundle textbooks from teaching and learning materials for pricing so as to stabilize textbook prices, and including the principle of ‘promoting textbook recycling’ in the Guidelines for Printing of Textbooks, so as to encourage the reuse of second-hand textbooks and relieve parents’ financial burden of buying textbooks in each new academic year;

Healthcare -

(m)(o)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)(p)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)(q)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)(r)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and

(q)(s)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.

Note:
Hon Albert HO’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
5. Motion as amended by Hon LEE Wing-tat

That, given that as land prices, property prices and rentals in Hong Kong are high, and uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

(i)
introducing ‘tax deduction for residential rentals’ to make expenditure on private residential rentals tax deductible, subject to an annual ceiling of $100,000 and offered on a reimbursement basis;
(j)
adjusting the stamp duty regime, so that property transactions each worth $2.5‌ million or less only needs to pay a fixed stamp duty of $100;
Education -

(i)(k)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)(l)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)(m)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)(n)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)(o)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)(p)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)(q)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)(r)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and

(q)(s)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.

Note:
Hon LEE Wing-tat’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
6. Motion as amended by Hon WONG Sing-chi

That, as Hong Kong is an externally oriented and open economy, external economic fluctuations cause far-reaching impact on Hong Kong; given that uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)
using the dividends regarding the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’), or the profits received by public transport operators from their non-transport business (such as the annual property proceeds of MTRCL), studying the allocation of a certain percentage of such dividends or profits to establish a fare stabilization fund to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly, weekly and daily ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and and provide long-haul passengers with ‘same day return half-fare concessions’;
(q)
reviewing the fare adjustment mechanism for MTRCL (i.e. the fare adjustment mechanism that allows fares to go upwards and downwards), and studying the inclusion of significant factors such as public acceptance and affordability, MTRCL’s incident occurrence figures and its profit levels, etc. in the formula for determining fare adjustment rates, so as to fully reflect the realities of people’s livelihood and MTRCL’s service quality in MTR fares;

(q)(r)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’; and
(s)
requesting bus companies to provide full-scale interchange fare concessions and services, implement sectional fares and introduce more fare concessions for persons with disabilities.

Note:
Hon WONG Sing-chi’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
7. Motion as amended by Hon KAM Nai-wai

That, given that uncertainties persist in external markets affected by external economic factors, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; and in the Policy Address this year, the Government has not put forward any effective energy conservation measures which are both beneficial to people and environmentally friendly; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

(f)
offering tax allowance to people who purchase energy efficient products with Grade 1 energy label, subject to a ceiling of $5,000;

Housing -

(f)(g)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)(h)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)(i)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600, and offering an additional electricity charge subsidy of $1,200 to an account whose electricity consumption in a half-year period is 5% or more lower than its consumption in the corresponding period of the previous year, so as to encourage people to reduce electricity consumption;
Education -

(i)(j)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)(k)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)(l)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)(m)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)(n)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)(o)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)(p)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)(q)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and

(q)(r)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.

Note:
Hon KAM Nai-wai’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
8. Motion as amended by Hon Miriam LAU

That, given that uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces a number of principal officials of the SAR Government have projected that uncertainties in external markets will cause Hong Kong to face the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
relaxing the restrictions on the dependent parent or dependent grandparent allowance by relaxing the eligible requirement from living in the same unit to living in the same housing estate;

(c)(d)
reducing on the basis of past reductions or rebates of salaries tax and personal assessment, continuing to reduce or make partial rebates of salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)(e)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)(f)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

(g)
adjusting salaries tax downwards, in particular widening tax bands  for salaries tax and lowering the marginal rate, so as to vigorously alleviate the burden of marginal middle-class people;

Housing -

(f)(h)
introducing a raising the amount of residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy reduction for 2012-2013 and introducing Government rent reduction;

(g)(i)
extending seeking to extend the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years, preferably up to the end of the entire loan tenure;

(j)
introducing a tax allowance for rentals;

(k)
relaxing the eligibility for purchasing flats in the Home Ownership Scheme secondary market, thereby enabling eligible white form applicants to make purchases;

(l)
rolling out ‘flats with limited floor areas’ solely for purchase by Hong Kong people who are first-time home-buyers;
(h)(m)
providing each residential electricity account with an more electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)(n)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(o)
introducing a special schooling allowance which must be granted on a fair and equal basis to parents of all secondary, primary and kindergarten students in Hong Kong, so as to assist them in combating the inflation of educational expenses;
(j)(p)
lowering seeking to lower the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing and replace the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)(q)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education arrangements, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)(r)
substantially increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising and the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)(s)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(n)(t)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

(u)
providing tax deduction for medical examination, so as to encourage people to undergo regular examinations;
Transportation -

(o)(v)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)(w)
urging public transport operators, including MTRCL, bus companies as well as ferry companies which are not yet offering monthly tickets, to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system throughout their systems and launch other suitable support measures, so as to relieve people’s burden of transportation expenses; and

(q)(x)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.

Note:
Hon Miriam LAU’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
9. Motion as amended by Hon Audrey EU

That the polarization between the rich and the poor and the shrinking of the middle class have become serious recently, and, given that uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure, facing increasing risks of downward mobility along the social ladder of the M-shaped social structure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden while making long-term commitment in various policy areas, including considering the following measures:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each low-consumption residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers; expeditiously launching policy studies on ‘free pre-primary education’, so as to achieve the objective of implementing 15-year free education;

(l)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)
considering introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000; injecting the fund of $50 billion earmarked for the voluntary health protection scheme into the public healthcare system; increasing obstetric services and  healthcare manpower;

(n)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients; and expeditiously reviewing the inclusion of many expensive and specific self-financed drugs as well as treatment and diagnostic methods inside the safety net of the Fund into the scope of subsidized services of the Hospital Authority at no extra fees, so as to alleviate patients’ burden;

Transportation -

(o)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and
(q)
enhancing the tax deduction for electric vehicles and the Tax Incentives Scheme for Environment-friendly Petrol Private Cars, offering more financial concessions in respect of such vehicles on top of the motor vehicle first registration tax, and strengthening the support measures for the use of motor vehicle biodiesel or reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’; and
(r)
expediting investments in electric vehicle charging facilities in Hong Kong, and introducing public electric vehicles and public cycling systems in feasible areas such as West Kowloon and Kai Tak,
in addition to the aforesaid measures, the Administration should expeditiously formulate comprehensive and long-term policies for resolving the structural problem of an M-shaped society, and respond to the concerns and aspirations of middle-class people in the areas of housing, healthcare and education, so that while middle-class people’s burden can be lessened, they can also upgrade their quality of life in various respects.

Note:
Hon Audrey EU’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
10. Motion as amended by Dr Hon LEUNG Ka-lau

That, given that uncertainties persist in external markets, Hong Kong faces the risk of economic downturn at any time and, coupled with worsening inflation, middle-class families are under heavy financial pressure; in this connection, this Council urges the Administration to put forward effective measures in the Budget for the new financial year, so as to relieve their financial burden, including:
Salaries tax -

(a)
increasing the personal allowance, child allowance, dependant brother or dependant sister allowance, dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance and disabled dependant allowance under salaries tax according to inflation rates;

(b)
permitting children to share the dependant parent or dependant grandparent allowance;

(c)
reducing salaries tax and personal assessment by 50%;

(d)
introducing tax deduction for voluntary Mandatory Provident Fund contributions with a ceiling of $12,000;

(e)
raising the tax allowance for new-born infants to $100,000;

Housing -

(f)
introducing a residential rates deduction of $8,000 for each household modelled on the operation mode of the electricity charge subsidy;

(g)
extending the entitlement period for deduction for home loan interest from 10 years to 15 years;

(h)
providing each residential electricity account with an electricity charge subsidy of $3,600;

Education -

(i)
introducing tax deduction for children education with a ceiling of $10,000;

(j)
lowering the annual interest rate for loans under the Non-means Tested Loan Scheme for tertiary students to 2.5% and replacing the means-tested loans with interest-free loans;

(k)
fully subsidizing pre-primary education, raising the subsidy amount under the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme and directly subsidizing the remuneration of kindergarten teachers;

(l)
increasing the salaries tax deduction for expenses of self-education from $60,000 to $100,000 and raising the subsidy under the Continuing Education Fund by 100% to $20,000 per person; 

Healthcare -

(m)
introducing tax deduction for private medical insurance contributions with a ceiling of $12,000 households whose total medical expenditure exceeds a minimum of $2,000 per year;

(n)
increasing the categories of drugs supported by the Samaritan Fund, relaxing the eligibility requirements and lowering the proportion of drugs costs to be shared by patients;

Transportation -

(o)
using the dividends received by the Government from the MTR Corporation Limited (‘MTRCL’) to lower MTR fares as a form of passenger reward;

(p)
urging MTRCL to introduce monthly ticket schemes for all the lines of its system; and

(q)
reducing the unleaded petrol duty by 50%, ensuring that oil companies fully reflect the tax concession in pump prices, and closely monitor pump price changes to avoid the occurrence of oil companies being ‘swift in increasing but slow in decreasing prices’ and ‘making big price increases but small price cuts’.

Note:
Dr Hon LEUNG Ka-lau’s amendment is marked in bold and italic type or with deletion line.
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