2011年11月23日

立法會會議

劉慧卿議員就

“捍衞新聞自由”

動議的議案
議案措辭

最近，新聞自由受到嚴重衝擊，香港大學於9月20日公布的民意調查結果顯示，市民對新聞自由的滿意率由68%下跌至58％；出現這種令人不安的情況，是因為當局限制傳媒採訪，包括阻撓攝影記者拍攝、驅逐記者、將傳媒安排到距離採訪現場極遠的位置、拒絕讓傳媒採訪而只是發放官方短片和稿件(俗稱‘鱔片’、‘鱔稿’)，以及以消息人士‘吹風會’取代新聞發布會；最近亞洲電視有限公司(‘亞視’)新聞及公共事務部(‘新聞部’)誤報前國家主席江澤民的死訊事件揭露新聞部主管不能阻止在新聞節目播放錯誤消息，有人干預新聞部的編輯自主；亞視員工亦投訴該台播出‘有償新聞’，嚴重損害新聞的公信力；就此，本會促請當局：

(一)
安排傳媒自由採訪所有官方活動；

(二)
停止對新聞界的採訪限制；

(三)
停止發放‘鱔片’和‘鱔稿’；及

(四)
調查是否有人干預亞視新聞部的編輯採訪自主，逼令新聞部在新聞節目播放虛假消息和‘有償新聞’，研究亞視繼續持有本地免費電視節目服務牌照是否符合公眾利益。
(Translation)

Motion on
“Defending freedom of the press”

to be moved by Hon Emily LAU
at the Council meeting of 23 November 2011

Wording of the Motion
That, freedom of the press has recently sustained severe impact, and the findings of an opinion poll released by the University of Hong Kong on 20 September showed that the rate of people’s satisfaction with freedom of the press dropped from 68% to 58%; the occurrence of such a worrying situation is due to the authorities’ restrictions on media news coverage, including obstructing filming by photographers, expelling reporters, setting press positions a long way from scenes requiring coverage, rejecting media news coverage and instead distributing only official footage and press releases (commonly known as ‘propaganda footage’ and ‘propaganda articles’), and replacing press conferences with informal briefings by informed sources; the recent misreporting of former State President JIANG Zemin’s death by the News and Public Affairs Division (‘News Division’) of Asia Television Limited (‘ATV’) has revealed that the head of the News Division was not able to stop the broadcasting of incorrect information in news programmes, and someone had interfered with the editorial independence of the News Division; ATV staff have also complained that the broadcasting of ‘paid news’ by the station has severely damaged the credibility of news reporting; in this connection, this Council urges the authorities to:

(a)
arrange for the media to freely cover all official activities;

(b)
lift the news coverage restrictions imposed on the press;

(c)
stop distributing ‘propaganda footage’ and ‘propaganda articles’; and

(d)
inquire into whether anyone has interfered with the editorial independence of the News Division of ATV and forced the News Division to broadcast false information and ‘paid news’ in news programmes, and study whether the continued holding of a domestic free television programme service licence by ATV is in the interest of the public.
