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Question:

The Administration estimates that it will require more than $62.7 million for Hong Kong to participate in the World Exposition 2010 Shanghai China. The project is expected to commence in the third quarter of 2008-09, but the estimated expenditure in 2008-09 is only $1 million, which might affect its commencement and progress.
(1)
Is it true that the Administration has allocated only $1 million as the prize for the winner of the Hong Kong pavilion conceptual design competition?
(2)
If “yes” for (1), the sum might be too small to attract top professionals in construction, planning and design sectors to take part in the competition. Will the Administration consider duly increasing the amount of the prize? If “no” for (1), will the Administration consider duly increasing the amount of the estimated expenditure so as to expedite the commencement and progress of the project?
(3)
Please list out the items, human resources and expenditure allocation that will be involved in the project.
Asked by: Hon. LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 

Reply :

(1)
We plan to adopt a design-and-build approach for implementation of the Hong Kong Pavilion project. The estimated expenditure of the project in 2008-09 is to meet the cost of design work including obtaining approvals from Mainland authorities during the initial contract period. It is not for the prize for the winner of the Hong Kong Pavilion concept design competition.
(2)
The aim of the concept design competition is to enable us to tap the best creative ideas of local professionals. The awards for the competition were determined having regard to factors such as the arrangements for similar competitions in the past and the views of the relevant professional body. The winning design is intended to serve as a design reference for the Design-and-Build Contractor of the Hong Kong Pavilion. As design work and approval by Mainland authorities are the key activities during the initial contract period in 2008-09, we anticipate that the project expenditure in 2008-09 will not be too high. Should the design and related planning work progress well for an early start of the construction works, we will increase the project expenditure in 2008-09 accordingly.
(3)
The preparatory work for HKSAR’s participation in World Exposition 2010 Shanghai China is still in progress. Relevant details are being consolidated. We anticipate that more detailed information will be available by the time the funding proposals are submitted to the Public Works Subcommittee and Finance Committee.
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