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Question:

The establishment and running of an interim M+ is at a rough order of cost of $95.3 million plus while the estimated expenditure in 2008-09 is only $1.4 million plus. What is the timetable for using the $93 million plus? How can the progress of the project be expedited?
Asked by: Hon. LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 

Reply :

The interim M+ remains a planned project in response to the request from the cultural sector, following the major engagement exercise held last summer. The expenditure on the interim M+ in 2008-09 was estimated on the assumption that a considerable portion of the project expenditure would be incurred in 2009-10 and 2010-11 during which the bulk of the construction work would take place. Taking the views of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority which is expected to be set up in the second half of 2008 (if the enabling legislation is passed in LegCo by the end of June 2008) and which will be responsible for managing the interim M+, we are working closely with the relevant departments with a view to enabling the submission of the funding proposal to the Public Works Subcommittee by the end of this year.
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