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(2) Fostering University-Industry Collaboration
Commissioner for Innovation and Technology

Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development

An estimated provision of $7.5 m will be used for fostering collaboration between universities
and industry in 2009-10, representing an increase of 7.5%. However, the estimated numbers
of applications received and projects being monitored in 2009 are less than those of 2007 and
2008. Will the Administration inform this Committee:

(a)

(b)

(©)

The names of institutions and the project titles under the University-Industry
Collaboration Programme (UICP) in the past 3 years, i.e. from 2006 to 2008. Please
provide a breakdown of the funding amount;

The principles for determining the amount of provision for UICP and the reasons for
the increase in provision but decrease in the number of projects funded; and

The reasons for not increasing the number of projects funded.

Hon. LAU Sau-shing, Patrick

(@)
(b)

(©)

A list of the UICP projects undertaken in the past 3 years is at Annex.

We have included a provision of $7.5m in the 2009-10 Draft Estimates for
administering the UICP, which is adjusted slightly upwards over the provision in 2008
in line with past years’ trend. The provision is mainly for additional expenditure on
end-of-contract gratuities and other items like training and development.

In the 2009-10 Estimates, we estimate that the same number of UICP applications as in
2008 will be received in 2009. If there are more UICP applications this year, we will
deploy the necessary resources to process them expeditiously and provide the ITF
funding support required.

Name in block letters Eddy Chan

Post Title Commissioner for Innovation and Technology

Date 16.3.2009




University-Industry Collaboration Programme - Approved Projects in the past 3 years
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In Vivo Anti-tumour Activity of
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

CEDB(CT)032

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO

INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION
Question Serial No.

Head: 155- Government Secretariat : Subhead 2694
Innovation and Technology  (No. & title):
Commission

Programme: (4) Planning for Innovation and Technology Development

Controlling Officer:  Commissioner for Innovation and Technology

Director of Bureau:  Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development

Question: The Administration stated that during 2009-10 it will continue to promote innovation,
technology and design culture to the general public and nurture more creative young talents.

In this regard, will the Administration:

(@)  Setoutin details the relevant measures taken in 2008-09 and their effectiveness.

(b) Give a detailed account on how to effectively implement relevant promotion and
nurturing work with the estimated provision decreased by 3.7% under this Programme
in 2009-10. Please provide a breakdown of the expenditure items.

Asked by:  Hon. LAU Sau-shing, Patrick
Reply: (@  The Innovation and Technology Commission (ITC) operates a publicity programme to

enhance public awareness and understanding of the importance of innovation,
technology and design. In 2008-09, the following programmes were carried out and
their impacts are as follows:

Progamme

Impact

Innovation Festival
2008 — an InnoCarnival,
4 roadshows, 20
seminars and 160
workshops

The programmes attracted around 100 000 participants,
most of them were secondary school students. Over
50 educational institutions and youth bodies joined as
partner and supporting organizations.

Hong Kong Student
Science Projects
Competition 2008

142 teams of 525 students from 57 schools participated in
the project competition. A slogan competition was also
organised to commemorate the 10" anniversary of the
competition and it attracted almost 20 000 entries. The
Initial Judging cum Project Exhibition as well as the
Final Judging of the competition attracted almost
2 000 participants.

Hong Kong Youth 3D
Animation Competition
2008

Over 500 students registered for the competition. They
were provided with free training on 3D animation skill
and free access to 3D software. More in-depth training
was provided to winners.

TechnoFrontier — a
10 episode TV series

The TV series “TechnoFrontier’, jointly produced by the
ITC and RTHK, were very well received by the public
since its launch in October 2008. On average, each
episode attracted an audience of 1 m.




(b)

Progamme Impact

Hong Kong RFID Partly funded by ITC, the Hong Kong RFID Centre
Centre serves to educate members of the public the importance
and applications of RFID technology. The centre was
open in early October 2008. Up to the end of 2008, over
2 000 people visited the centre.

Youth Innovation Club | The Club now has around 300 members. They were
offered regular exchange and learning opportunities
throughout the year to further develop their interest and
knowledge in innovation and technology.

ITC also provides funding support to projects that promote an innovation and
technology culture under the Innovation and Technology Fund and the DesignSmart
Initiative.

The expenditure on this programme will be reduced by 3.7% in 2009-10 as compared
with that in 2008-09. This is mainly due to the fact that 2 initiatives conducted in
2008-09, i.e. the production of the TechnoFrontier TV series and the setting up of the
Hong Kong RFID Centre, were of one-off basis and will not be incurred again in
2009-10. ITC will continue to strengthen its partnership with other educational
institutions and youth bodies to achieve synergies and to extend the reach of existing
activities. It will also explore the use of new publicity means (e.g., online media) to
enhance the public awareness of its activities.

The planned programmes and proposed budget for the publicity drive in 2009-10 are as
follows:

1. Innovation Festival 2009 HK$5 m

2. Hong Kong Student Science Project Competition HK$1.5 m

3. Hong Kong Youth 3D Animation Competition HK$0.2 m

4. Science Lectures on TechnoFrontier HK$0.2 m

5. Operation of the Hong Kong RFID Centre HK$0.5 m

6. Youth Innovation Club HK$0.6 m
Name in block letters Eddy Chan

Post Title Commissioner for Innovation and Technology

Date 16.3.2009






